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TICK-BORNE DISEASE 

776. Hon ALISON XAMON to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the Australian government’s Community Affairs References Committee report “Growing evidence of an 
emerging tick-borne disease that causes a Lyme-like illness for many Australian patients”. 

(1) Is the minister aware of the recommendations of this report? 

(2) Will the minister seek to incorporate consideration of this report as an agenda item at the next Council of 
Australian Governments health council meeting? 

(3) If no to (2), why not? 

(4) What preparations are being undertaken to contribute to developing a consistent, national approach to 
addressing tick-borne illness? 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) No. 

(2)–(3) No. The next COAG health council meeting is to be held on 3 November 2017, which I note is tomorrow, 
although this question was asked earlier than that. The cut-off date for lodgement of agenda papers for 
this meeting has passed. The Minister for Health will seek advice from the Department of Health about 
the recommendations of the report and give consideration to lodging the report on a future agenda. 

(4) The commonwealth Department of Health continues to maintain and update a national website on Lyme 
disease. I have the URL here if the member is interested in that. I can also provide printed information on 
that. This website contains evidence-based information for health professionals and consumers on the 
prevention of tick-borne illnesses, guidance on treatment of overseas-acquired Lyme disease and updates 
on the latest Australian research on tick-borne illnesses. WA Health continues to work with the 
commonwealth to implement an evidence-based approach to Lyme disease and tick-borne illnesses in the 
WA health system. 
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